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In addition to providing the Dissertation Office with two complete copies of your 

dissertation, you provide two extra copies of your abstract and title page—one for the 

University and one for UMI.  You do not need to print the separate copies of your 

abstract and title page on the special paper used for the copies of your dissertation.  Use 

regular paper, 8.5 by 11 inches, printed on one side only.  Double space your text, and 

use the same 12-point font used in your dissertation.  The margins of your abstract should 

be as they are in your dissertation—1 inch from the top, right, and bottom, and 1.5 inches 

from the left. 

Your abstract should include the following information at the top of the first 

page—the title of your dissertation, your name as it appears in your University of 

Chicago official student records, your dissertation advisor’s full name and title, your 

dissertation committee members’ full names and titles, and the heading “abstract” as 

shown above.  Then start the text of the abstract. 

The text should be the same as the text of the abstract within your dissertation, if 

your dissertation contains an abstract.  Please supply an additional copy of your abstract 

in English, if the abstract within your dissertation is in a foreign language.  Do not go 

over 350 words of text, or the editors at UMI will cut it for inclusion within print 

bibliographies (not within the dissertation itself).  You may wish to limit the length of 
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your abstract if this concerns you.  In any case, your abstract should not be longer than 

two pages, double-spaced. 

Text should be neat and legible, printed with crisp, dark black characters.  Do not 

use abbreviations in the title.  Although you must use word substitutes for formulas, 

symbols, superscripts, subscripts, Greek characters, etc. for both the title and the text of 

the abstract, you should include any appropriate accents and diacritical marks.  Do not 

include graphs, charts, tables, or illustrations. 


